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had left South Asia, reports indicated
that talks between the two countries
may resume after a summit meeting of
the Indian and Pakistani Prime Min-
isters during the SAARC meeting in
July. So we are very hopeful that we
are going to see the reassumption of
these talks, and I was very pleased to
see that our representatives encour-
aged the reassumption of the dialogue
between India and Pakistan.

Mr. Speaker, both the United States
and India also, I would note, were very
willing to discuss sensitive and con-
troversial issues. For example, Ambas-
sador Richardson stated that the
United States will continue to work
with the Indians in curbing the devel-
opment of the nuclear weapons pro-
gram, but that the nuclear issue would
not dominate the dialogue between the
two countries.

The U.S. Delegation informed Indian
officials that the United States was
pleased that the Indians had shown re-
straint after Pakistan had test-fired
the Ghauri missile. I would like to in-
form Members of this body that the De-
fense Department is ready to consider
sanctions against Pakistan following
the firing of the missile.

A spokesman from the Pentagon re-
cently stated, and I quote, that the
United States has imposed sanctions
against Pakistan in the past under the
Missile Technology Control Regime.
We are continuing to review the par-
ticular case and that review was in its
advanced stages.

I would like the administration to
look very closely at this issue. I am
concerned that China or North Korea
might have provided Pakistan with the
technical information for the Ghauri
missile. The continued illegal transfer
of missile and nuclear technology may
lead to further instability in South
Asia. That is why I continue to oppose
the administration’s certification that
will allow the United States to transfer
nuclear technology to China.

Mr. Speaker, China is known to have
transferred nuclear technology to
Pakistan, so we should not be transfer-
ring any kind of technology to China
that ultimately could be transferred to
Pakistan.

I would also like to note that, on the
heels of Ambassador Richardson and
Secretary Inderfurth’s trip, reports
from India indicate that the United
States and India are set to reinitiate
civilian nuclear cooperation after 20
years. This partnership will focus on
bilateral research projects and aimed
at the improvement of the operational
safety of India’s nuclear power plants.

The first meeting between the two
countries is scheduled to take place in
the U.S. later this year. U.S. law will
govern the exchange of civilian nuclear
officials. The proposed safety coopera-
tion between our countries would not
involve the transfer of technology or
controlled information or commodities
from the U.S. to India. But increased
dialogue on nuclear issues between our
two countries can only lead to a safer

and cleaner nuclear environment. So
again, this is a very positive develop-
ment.

b 2145

During the meetings that took place
with Ambassador Richardson and Sec-
retary Inderfurth the United States
also acknowledged India’s bid for per-
manent membership on the United Na-
tions Security Council.

Now basically what the U.S. position
is, and they basically stated it again at
this meeting, is that the U.S. endorses
Security Council reform and the U.S.
supports the inclusion of Germany and
Japan and one country each from Latin
America, Asia and Africa. The United
States, however, would allow the re-
gions to determine who their rep-
resentatives would be.

So United States is saying that there
should be another Asian representa-
tive, but it does not necessarily have to
be India.

I have to say, though, that in private
discussions with administration offi-
cials there is no question in my mind
that they support India’s bid, and I
hope that the United States public pol-
icy will ultimately be supportive of
India being a permanent member of the
Security Council.

There was also discussion between
the U.S. and Indian officials during
this recent trip on the need to fight
terrorism. Ambassador Richardson had
called on India’s prime minister and
home minister and had shared their
concern over Pakistan-sponsored ter-
rorism in Jammu and Kashmir and in
other parts of India.

Obviously, again, the United States
needs to do more to fight terrorism, to
basically put pressure on Pakistan to
not encourage and to harbor and train
terrorists on its soil, and hopefully the
comments that were made by Ambas-
sador Richardson and Mr. Inderfurth
will mean that the U.S. takes a more
proactive view and tries to basically
pressure, if you will, Pakistan into not
encouraging terrorism in Kashmir and
in other places in south Asia.

Both countries also discussed, very
importantly I would say, the need to
increase trade and investment. Finance
Minister Sinha was just in the United
States last week, this is the new fi-
nance minister in India, in the Indian
government, and he assured U.S. busi-
ness leaders that the new BJP govern-
ment was not anti-foreign investment
and that economic reforms would be
accelerated with the new government.
He recently stated that there was no
doubt about the continuity of the re-
form process, and the finance minister
said that the Indian government would
seek foreign investment, particularly
infrastructure like roads, railways,
power, rural and high technology sec-
tors, and he assured investors that the
new government would continue the
deregulation process to help build a
strong private sector.

Now once again this is very impor-
tant. One of the goals of our India Cau-

cus is to promote more trade and in-
vestment by U.S. businesses in India. It
is very important to see that the move
towards a market economy, towards
privatization, continues under the aus-
pices of this new government.

There was a lot of attention paid dur-
ing this recent trip to the so-called
strategic dialogue that has been initi-
ated by U.S. officials, and I would like
to see the strategic dialogue extended
into the defense area.

During the trip Defense Minister
George Fernandez and the U.S. delega-
tion agreed that more cooperation was
needed in technology and military-to-
military exchange, and I think that
India, Mr. Speaker, can be a bulwark
against the expansion of China’s mili-
tary in Asia. India should be more inte-
grated in my opinion into the U.S. de-
fense framework, and it should be able
to buy military equipment and supplies
from the United States on an equal
basis with other allies. The strategic
dialogue being fostered by the U.S. offi-
cials’ recent trip I think will hopefully
lead in this direction.

And finally, Mr. Speaker, my overall
goals and the goals of the India Caucus
include bringing India and the United
States closer together, making India
more of a foreign policy priority for
the United States and, again, increas-
ing U.S. trade with and investment in
India. And I believe very strongly that
this recent trip by U.S. officials to
India has clearly helped to achieve
these goals and is going a long ways to-
wards improving our relationship on
almost every level with India.
f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to:
Mr. MILLER of Florida (at the request

of Mr. ARMEY) for today after 1:00 p.m.
on account of attending his daughter’s
wedding.

Mrs. MEEK of Florida (at the request
of Mr. GEPHARDT) for today after 2:00
p.m. on account of personal reasons.

Mr. YATES (at the request of Mr. GEP-
HARDT) for today after 6:00 p.m. on ac-
count of physical reasons.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED
By unanimous consent, permission to

address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. CAPPS) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. CARLSON, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD, for 5 min-

utes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. MCINNIS) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. LATHAM, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. BRADY, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. HUTCHINSON, for 5 minutes,

today.
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